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Bayer CropScience, Max Planck Society and Monsanto Company
resolve Agrobacterium patent dispute

Monheim / February 4, 2005 — Bayer CropScicnce, Monheim, the Max Planck
Socicty and their affiliate Garching Innovation (smblT, both bascd in Munich,
{sermany and Monsanto Company, 5t. Louis, USA, announced today that they have
rcached an agrecment that resolves long-standing patent interference or other
proccedings in different countries involving the use of Agrobacterium-mediated
transformation to crcate transgenic crops. Agrobacterium transformation technology
allows scientists to transter DNA to plant cclls.

Under the agreement, Max Planck Socicty, Bayer CropScience, (iarching Innovation,
and Monsanto will cross license their respective Agrobacterium-mediated
transformation technologics worldwide. Bayer CropScience, Max Planck’s exclusive
licensee, and Monsanto will provide cach other, in sclected arcas of the world, non-
cxclusive licenses related to the development, use and sale of transgenic crops.
Monsanto will also provide Max Planck Socicty with a license in the United States for

rescarch purposcs.
Additional details of the agreement were not disclosed.

"This agreement sccurcs freedom for the involved partics in the field of
Agrobactcrium-mediated transformation technology, thereby ensuring present and
futurc market acccss for their respective technologices in the United States and
Canada," said Dr. Bemward Ciarthoff, member of the Bayer CropScicence Board of

Management, responsible for R&D.

"This is a positive development for agricultural biotechnology as a whole," said
Robert T. IFraley, Ph.D., Exccutive Vice President and Chicef Technology Officer for
Monsanto. “Through the agreement, the partics recognize the global contributions of
the Max Planck and Monsanto scientists who invented this technology. This



agreement cnables their respective agricultural innovations to reach consumers and

farmers without hindrance.”

Bayer CropScience, a subsidiary of Bayer A(; with annual salcs of about

LEUR 5.8 billion (2003), is one of the world’s leading innovative crop science
companics in the arcas of crop protection, non-agricultural pest control, sceds

and plant biotcchnology. The company offcrs an outstanding range of products and
extensive service backup for modern, sustainable agriculture and for non-agricultural
applications. Bayer CropScicnce has a global workforee of about 19,000 and is
represented in more than 120 countries, ensuring proximity to dealers and consumers.
TFurther information is available at www.baycrcropscicnee.com.

Max Planck Society for the Advancement of Science, onc of (iermany’s largest
non-profit rescarch organizations, compriscs 78 individual institutes, cach of which
conducts rescarch in arcas of the natural sciences and the humanitics. As the
technology transfer agency for the Max Planck Socicty, (arching Innovation (smblT
fosters and manages the commercialization of inventions and know-how discovered or

crcated at Max Planck institutes. [further information is available at www.mpg.dc.

Monsanto Company (NYSE: MON) is a leading provider of technology-based
solutions and agricultural products that improve farm productivity. For more
information on Monsanto, scc: www.monsanto.com.
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Forward-looking statements

This news release contains forward-looking statoments based on current assumptions and forceasts made by the
management of Bayer CropScience A(L Varous known and unknown risks, uncertaintios and other factors
could lead to matenal differcnees between the actual future consolidated results, financial situation,
dovelopment or performance of Bayor CropSeience AQ or our parent company, Bayer A(, and the cstimates
given here. These factors inelude those discussed in Bayer AG’s public reports filed with the Frankfurt Stock
Exchange and with the U.8. Sccuntios and Exchange Commission {(including Bayer A(i’s Form 20-F). Neither
Bayer A( nor Bayer CropSeience A(T assumes any liability whatsoover to update these forward-looking
statoments or to conform them to future events or developments.



