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Slubslta_ntial“ boost planned for the Health Care -businés‘s‘: |

Bayer and Aventis Sign Letter of Intent on
Joint Venture of Blood Plasma Business ..

C‘qmbirﬁn'g th‘;é' S-tre.ngt‘h‘s; r‘..:f,‘ bdth ‘b'arth:er's ‘/-"Aiﬁ-:f‘ "ié,'s'igni'ﬁcahtl'y‘ better perfcrmance
in Biglogicat Producis

. Leverkusen - Bayer AG (NYSE: BAY) and Aventis (NYSE AVE) have signed a non-

' 'hlﬂdll"lg letter of intent to establlsh a lel"lt vemure for bmloglcal products The

-.companies plan to- combine. Bayers Bmloglcal Produrts Busiriess (:roup with the:

‘,'Avenflﬁ 5ub5idlary Aventls Behrmg, wnh Bayer nwnmg a substantial majority. intérest -—.
Elnd having operatlonal contrel — mn the joint, vr::nturs.- Includad are the rnarkmr‘ig nghts

to Factor VIl praducts that will continug: to be manufactured by Bayar using genetic .

englneermg techmque,, Kogenate@ FS, KOGENATE@ Bayer and Hehxate@

*'FS/Nexgen@) Bayer will: have the optlon Df acqumng tha. remammg interest at z later’

. date. The mplementatxon of theaa plan‘s is condltmnal upon. dua dillganca the

.‘negotlatlon of a final agreement -and approval by the boards of both companies and-

; -_ljegullatc;ry authorities.

_“This agresment’is a ma_;or step far us m axpandmg our actwlties in health care,
pamcularly With regard to estabhshlng 3 healthcare campany,‘ explamad Dr. Manfrad

. Schneider; chalrman of Bayers Board of Management ‘We hOpE that the pianned jcmt
Sventure will suz,tamably enhar‘lce the perforrnance of. our stratcglcally lmportant

" 'Bmloglcai Products buame 5. Combmlng {he strengths of both partners ig the Key 10!

: SUCCeSS. A ITIEJDI' conmderat!on also is that this partnershlp has the potentiai to aptlmize
“the supply of often-ife-saving products to patients.”

| '“By combmlng these busmeases wh:ch hava a Stmng strateglc fit, we expeat to create”
+ & mare-efficient organization commltted to patient needs,” " said Dr. G3unnar RlBI’ﬂEﬂl’I

‘ General Manager of Bayers BIOngICEl Products Busmess Group ?—urtherrnﬂre the
. ‘T'IE'-W company has’ great inhovative: po’tentlal in quallty assurance, manufacturing

- capacity’ and product technologies.”

f.After the. agraement hda bc.en fnallzed Orr Gunnar Rlemann and Dr. Ruedi Waeger
- chief executive officer of Aventis Behnng will jomtly oversee the lntegratmn process of
the two cornpames and hold 1Eadersh|p pDSltlons in the new company.



:.'Baygrfsvsioi.dgicar.Pmduct's”B’L:sinessZGroup.-.fheadmarteréd in Research Triangis Park,
. Nerth Carolina, United 'St-a'tés'.:‘is.a'n»:i‘n,ta'gral'par’t"df‘Béyé?‘s‘girjbéi,h&aith Sare activites
“and one of theleading ;lobal suppliers inthis market segrmant: It products ;unge from ,
- blaod piasma-derivec Biologica products such as Polyglobin®iGamimunc® foi the
+ treatment of immune deficiency disorders and Prolastin® for-the treatment of songénita;
‘emphysama; to the geneticaily engineered Kogenate® line of hemophilia pro-ucs i
2000, ‘Bayer BP achi'ever':f.‘saiéé"c‘)f'amund €1.2 billion in this businass.. The business. .
.group ‘currently employs some 2,800 staff worldwide. -

‘Aventis Behring is a giooal leader.in the plasma protein indlistry. The main focus ofits
‘research and devel-cpmentfis on proteins from hurman blood plasma and associated -
‘novel technalogies. Aventis Behring is headquartered in King of Prussia, Pennsylvania,
United States. It reported annual sales of Euro 1,15 billion in 2000, and emniava.
“approximately 6,500 people worldwide.

‘Bayer s an international, research-based group with ,:"hajqr.-'busines‘ses3ih‘ heslth care, -
crop science, ‘pdlymérs,s'ah'dfspeCiazljtSr’i:h‘emif;é'l's} For:2000, the group recorded salés of
€31 billion and group ret income of €1 8 illion: The total number of smployees
worldwide at the end of 2000 'was about 122,000. Capital expenditures totaled €2.6

hiflion in- 2000, and €2.4 billion was invested in research and development.

Laverkusen, February 20. 2002

Forward-Looking Statemsnts

This news release containg forwarc-wuniny siwements pased on cument assumptions and forecasts
made by Bayer Group managament. Varlous known and unknewn risks. uncertainties and other factors
could lead to material differences between the actual fulure results; financial situation, development or-
perfomance ofthe conipany and the estimates given here. Thasé factors include those discussed in our
public reports filed with the Frankfurt Stock Exchange and with the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission {including our Form 20-F). The company assumes no liability whatsoever to uodate these
forward-looking statements or to conform them to futtire events or develaomants



